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an €& ng lish i Russpanj-Ja PAnesée A jctiona yy, 
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Eric RP Newman 


6450 Cecil Ave. 
St. Louis, Mo. 63105 


Maxim Sitnikov 17 June 1991 
Tereshkovoy L67=7.36 

Medvedevo 

425200 MASSR 

(Mari Autonomous Socialist Soviet Republic) 

USSR 


Dear Maxim: 


We were delighted to receive your 25 May 1991 letter on 10 
June 1991. We are still recovering from jet lag as we followed 
with quick visits to Leningrad, Gdansk, Prague, Dresden and Berlin 
after we left you. 


You remind me of a mathematics professor I had at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology who memorized languages in 


his spare time. His name was Norbert Weiner. My grandson has 
lived in Japan for a year and will work there beginning in July 
1991. He can obtain Russian - Japanese dictionaries or anything 


you want in Japanese. There is a joke about the Finnish language - 
that the only people who learn Finnish are Finnish babies and 
Mormon missionaries (Mormon is an American religion which seeks 
converts there). If I obtain books and send them to you will there 
be any problem ? 

I am having this letter mailed by a friend because he is going 
to USSR promptly. 


My wife and I first visited the USSR in 1959 by driving our 
own car and met a museum scientist in Tiblisi and we have been 
sending him bird publications ever since. We went to Siberia a few 
years later, then in 1967 we drove through southern Russia. 
Everything has changed now. We are vacation travellers and try to 
see as much as we can of the interesting people of the world, just 
as you do. You are young but since you enjoy travel I am sure your 
difficulties will not stop you. 

Thank you for the pictures of Wilnius. We look forward to the 
pictures of you and your brother. 

Our family is a typical American family. In 1848 my German 
ancestors found conditions intolerable and came to St. Louis. My 
wife’s family left Latvia about 1890 for similar reasons. In 
America we worked hard, got educated, and prospered. My father was 
a doctor, my mother a pianist, etc. I ama lawyer and an engineer, 
but my primary occupation now is doing numismatic research and 
running a numismatic museum. I was delighted that you are a 
numismatist and I will be glad to trade coins or paper money with 
you. I enclose some notes from the Philippine Islands, Argentina, 
Mexico, Brazil, Bolivia, Indonesia, Confederate States, etc. If 
you have an extra Alexander Kolchak note that would be wonderful, 


but if it has extra value I will send you whatever is fair in 
scarce notes or coins. You said you had duplicate Armenian coins 
and I do not have any of these. 

I have 2 children and 5 grandchildren. You are so young you 
will see your country change and your people adjust to more 
practical ways. No one has the answer as to how to have the most 
people enjoy life. We have a very free society and sometimes we 
think it is too uncontrolled. We are a mixed group of people from 
every part of the world and intermarriage has eliminated many 
ethnic problems. Yet our drug problem is terrible and the spread 
of AIDS frightening. We can always tell other countries what to 
do and what not to do, but we ourselves struggle to try to solve 
our own problems. 

I will try to see what I can find in translation work for you, 
but most of that publishing is not done in this area. If there are 
Specific items we can buy for you and send to you please let us 
have that information. 

Are your medical histories interesting enough to the medical 
profession or unusual enough to have you brought over here for a 
visit or for treatment ? 

Again it was a pleasure to meet a person like you at a museum 
full of devils. We have a picture of the two modern devils in the 
museum, Hitler and Stalin. 


With best regards from Evelyn and myself to you, 


your brother and family. 


Sincerely, 


SE 


Eric P. Newman 


6450 Cecil Ave 
St. Louis, MO 63105-2225 
United States of America 
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